USB Type-C Connector Ready to Go
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The USB 3.0 Promoter Group completes the USB Type-C specification, meaning the next
generation of USB connector is all but ready to enter production following transfer to the USB
Implementers Forum (USB-IF).
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USB Type-C is a modified version of the 10 Gbps USB 3.1 standard, with a slimmer connector
promising to be robust enough for laptop and tablet use while being slim enough for
smartphones.

The connector is reversible, bringing an end to mis-plugging issues, while USB Power Delivery
support allows it to carry up to 100W, enough to power a laptop.

The one catch-- or advantage, depending on how one sees it-- with USB Type-C? It is not
compatible with the current USB standard, demanding a need for convertors (as defined in the
specification).

“Representatives from the PC, mobile, automotive and loT industries have been knocking down
our door anticipating this new standard," the USB 3.0 Promoter Group says. "This specification
is the culmination of an extensive, cooperative effort among industry leaders to standardize the
next generation USB connector as a long-lasting, robust solution.”
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